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Peace and Reconciliation Journalism –Cameroon 2017 
Steven Youngblood, Center for Global Peace Journalism-- steve.youngblood@park.edu 

WHAT IS PEACE JOURNALISM? 
From Peace Journalism-Lynch/McGoldrick (slightly revised) 

 
PEACE/CONFLICT JOURNALISM 

 
TRADITIONAL/WAR JOURNALISM 

 
I. PEACE/CONFLICT-ORIENTED 

 
Explore conflict formation, x parties, y goals, z 
issues 
General ‘win, win’ orientation 
 
Open space, open time, causes and outcomes 
anywhere, also in history/culture 
 
Making conflicts transparent 
 
Giving voice to all parties; empathy, 
understanding 
 
See conflict war as problem, focus on conflict 
creativity 
 
Humanization of all sides 
 
Proactive: prevention before any violence/war 
occurs 
 
Focus on invisible effects of violence (trauma 
and glory, damage to structure/culture) 

 
II. WAR/VIOLENCE-ORIENTED 

 
Focus on conflict arena, 2 parties, 1 goal (win), 
war general zero-sum orientation 
 
Closed space, closed time, causes and exits in 
arena, who threw the first stone 
 
Making wars opaque/secret 
 
‘us-them’ journalism, propaganda 
 
See ‘them’ as the problem, focus on who 
prevails in war 
 
Dehumanization of ‘them’ 
 
Reactive: waiting for visible effect of violence 
(killed, wounded and material/monetary 
damage) 

 
II.  FACT-ORIENTED 

 
Expose untruths on all sides/ uncover all cover-
ups 

 
II. PROPAGANDA-ORIENTED 

 
Expose ‘their’ untruths;  help ‘our’ cover-
ups/lies 

 
III. PEOPLE-ORIENTATED 

 
Focus on suffering all over; on women, aged, 
children 
 
Giving voice to the voiceless (marginalized, 

 
III. ELITE-ORIENTED 

 
Focus on ‘our’ suffering, on able-bodied elite 
males, being their mouth-piece 
 
Give name only of the ‘other side’s’ negative 
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Peace Journalism Characteristics 

1. PJ is proactive, examining the causes of conflict, looking for ways to encourage dialogue 
before violence occurs, and exploring solutions. 
2. PJ looks to unite parties, rather than divide them, and eschews oversimplified “us vs. them” 
and “good guy vs. bad guy” reporting.  
3. Peace reporters reject official propaganda, and instead seek facts from all sources.  
4. PJ is balanced, covering issues/suffering/peace proposals from all sides of a conflict.  
5. PJ gives voice to the voiceless, instead of just reporting for and about elites and those in 
power.  
6. Peace journalists provide depth and context, rather than just superficial and sensational “blow 
by blow” accounts of violence and conflict.  
7. Peace journalists consider the consequences of their reporting.  
8. Peace journalists carefully choose and analyze the words they use, understanding that 
carelessly selected words are often inflammatory.  
9. Peace journalists thoughtfully select the images they use, understanding that they can 
misrepresent an event, exacerbate an already dire situation, and re-victimize those who have 
suffered.  
10. Peace Journalists offer counter-narratives that debunk media created or perpetuated 
stereotypes, myths, and misperceptions. 

--Center for Global Peace Journalism 

 

women/children, minorities, etc.) 
 
Give name to all who act destructively 
 
Focus on everyday people who are peace-
makers 

actors 
 
Focus on elite peace-makers only 

 
IV. SOLUTION-ORIENTED 

 
Peace = non-violence + creativity 
 
Highlight peace, reconciliation initiatives 
 
Focus on structure, culture, the peaceful 
society 
 
Aftermath: resolution, reconstruction, 
reconciliation 

 
IV. VICTORY-ORIENTED 

 
Peace = victory + ceasefire 
 
Conceal peace initiatives before ‘victory’ is 
declared 
 
Focus on treaty, institution, the controlled 
society 
 
Leaving door open for another war 



3	
	

PEACE JOURNALISM AND LANGUAGE 

TRADITIONAL JOURNALISM:  
Demonizing language—Thief, criminal, thug, liar, terrorist, evil, racist 
Victimizing language—Helpless, pathetic, tragic, defenseless 
Sensational/emotional language—Martyr, bloody, massacre, brutal, tragedy, atrocity, genocide, 
slaughtered, enemy 

PEACE JOURNALISM 
Alternative language to demonizing—State what the person/group said or did in a matter-of-fact 
manner while rejecting the labels above. Examples: “John was arrested for stealing $100”; “John 
has been arrested 16 times” instead of “John, a known thief, liar, and thug, was caught red 
handed ripping off $100”; Also,  “John said, “I hate all people from Asia” instead of “John, in a 
clear racist statement, said that all Asians are evil and that he hates them.” 
Alternative language to victimizing—State matter-of-factly what has happened without labels 
designed to make the victims look even more helpless or tragic. Examples: “Sara was unarmed 
and holding her baby when attacked” instead of  “Sara, who was holding her baby, was helpless 
and defenseless when thugs jumped her.” 
Alternative language to sensational/emotional—Avoid the labels above, and stick to facts. 
Examples: “23 people were killed” instead of “23 people were slaughtered in a bloody 
massacre”; “200 rebels were ambushed by the government” instead of “200 heroes were 
martyred by brutal enemy soldiers”. 

PEACE JOURNALISM VS. TRADITIONAL REPORTING EXAMPLES 

Traditional reporting 

Skopje, UPI — Peace talks aimed at ending the conflict in Macedonia lay in ruins last night after 
the massacre of eight policemen by Albanian rebels who mutilated the bodies. The atrocity took 
place at the mountain village of Vecje, where a police patrol was attacked with machine guns 
and rocket-propelled grenades, said a spokesman. Six other men were wounded and three 
vehicles destroyed. The bodies were cut with knives after they died, he said, and one man’s head 
had been smashed in. The attack was believed to be the work of the National Liberal Army 
terrorists from the hills near Tetevo. Ali Ahmeti, a political leader of the NLA, said that his men 
may have fired “in self-defence.”… 

Peace Journalism reporting 

Skopje, UPI — There was condemnation across the political spectrum in Macedonia after a 
police patrol suffered the loss of eight men. Both the main parties representing the country’s 
minority Albanians distanced themselves from the killings, believed to be the work of the self-
styled National Liberation Army. Ali Ahmeti, a political leader of the NLA, denied that his men 
had attacked the patrol, saying they may have fired “in self-defence”. But the Macedonian 
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government said it had done nothing to provoke the machine-gun fire and rocket-propelled 
grenades which destroyed three trucks. A spokesman added that the bodies appeared to have 
been cut with knives and one man’s skull caved in … 

Traditional reporting 

Yoho City, YNS — The Prime Minister of Yoho has condemned a bomb blast in Yoho City by 
Atu terrorists which killed ten tourists yesterday. The prime minister said he has created a 
special army squad to track down the perpetrators of the massacre. 

Police say the explosion occurred when terrorists from an Atu assassination squad brought a 
huge bomb into the Tourist Office in the city square. The bomb was probably located in a 
suitcase, said police captain Joe Blow. The terrorist-guerilla Atu Front early this morning issued 
a statement denying it planted the bomb. But government sources say eyewitnesses saw Atu 
Front leader Sam Green at the city square yesterday. It is believed he coordinated the attack … 

Peace journalism  reporting 

Yoho City, YNS — A mysterious explosion which killed 10 tourists was the work of an Atu 
separatist movement, the Prime Minister of Yoho claimed yesterday. 

Police investigators are still examining the shattered city square where the blast occurred while 
tourists were getting off a tour bus at the Tourist Office yesterday. 

The prime minister blamed the explosion on the self-styled Atu Front, which is fighting 
government forces in rural areas and demanding a republican government. In a telephone 
interview Atu Front leader Sam Green denied any connection with the explosion and called it a 
tragedy. The tour bus recently arrived from the nearby country of Butu, where a civil war is 
waging … 
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Peace Journalism Content Analysis Rubric 
Written/spoken reports 

    

  
1=Never 2=Sometimes 

3=Ofte
n 

0=N/
A 

Language 
    Inflammatory/emotional language 

used 
    Victimizing language used 
    Demonizing/name calling language 

used 
    

      Writing/reporting 
    Opinions treated as facts 
    Historical wrongs mentioned 
    Writer's opinion/position is clear 

(one sided) 
    Only "one side" interviewed/quoted 
    Story spreads official propaganda 
    Info/quotes taken out of context 
    

      Event 
     Suffering/"criminal acts" by only 

one side shown 
    Underlying issues/causes of the 

conflict ignored 
    Blood/gore/suffering 

highlighted/featured in lead 
    

      Parties 
     Blame assigned to one party 

    
      Solutions 

     Peace proposals ignored or 
dismissed 

    Story dwells on differences; shuns 
similarities 

    Reader left with impression that the 
only 

       viable solutions involve violence 
    

      SCALE: 
     Peace Journalism=21 points or less 

    Some characteristics of both peace and war journalism=22-31 
  Traditional Journalism-32 or more 
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Pravda 08-22-08--Putin: Georgia’s actions are criminal, whereas Russia’s actions are 
absolutely legitimate  

Russian news reports say that Russia's Prime Minister Vladimir Putin has arrived in a region that 
neighbors South Ossetia, where the armed conflict is taking place.  

They say Putin is visiting the city of Vladikavkaz, the provincial capital of the region of North 
Ossetia that neighbors South Ossetia.  Putin said at a work meeting in Vladikavkaz that he could 
not imagine how it could be possible to make South Ossetia become a part of Georgia 
afterwards.  

“Georgia’s actions are criminal, whereas Russia’s actions are absolutely legitimate,” the Russian 
Prime Minister said. Putin urged the Georgian administration to immediately end aggression in 
South Ossetia.  

“The actions of the Georgian authorities in South Ossetia are obviously a crime. It is a crime 
against its own people, first and foremost,” Putin stated.  

“A deadly blow has been struck on the territorial integrity of Georgia itself, which implies huge 
damage to its state structure,” Putin emphasized.  

“The aggression has resulted in numerous victims including those among civilians and has 
virtually led to a humanitarian catastrophe,” he said.  

The Russian PM stressed out that Russia would always treat the Georgian nation with great 
respect, as a brotherly nation, despite the current tragic events.  

“Time will pass and the people of Georgia will give their objective estimations to the actions of 
the incumbent administration,” Putin said.  

Putin believes that Georgia’s aspiration to become a member of NATO is not based on Georgia’s 
wish to become a part of the global international security system and contribute to the 
strengthening of international peace.  

“It is based on an attempt of the Georgian administration to get other countries involved in its 
bloody affairs,” he said.  

Russia ’s actions in South Ossetia are absolutely grounded and legitimate, Putin said.  “In 
accordance with international agreements, including the agreement of 1999, Russia does not only 
execute peacemaking functions, but is obliged, in case one party breaks the cease-fire agreement, 
to defend the other party, which is exactly what we are doing in case with South Ossetia,” Putin 
stated.  

Russia has been playing a positive and stabilizing role in the Caucasus for ages, Putin said.  “We 
perfectly realize what world we live in today. We will strive for fair and peaceful solutions of all 
conflicting situations, which we inherited from the past,” the head of the Russian government 
said.  
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Russia 's president Dmitry Medvedev has told U.S. President George W. Bush that Georgia must 
withdraw its forces from South Ossetia in order to end hostilities there.  

The Kremlin says that President Dmitry Medvedev told Bush in a telephone conversation 
Saturday that Georgia must also sign a legally binding agreement not to use force.  

Medvedev voiced hope that the United States could help push Georgia in that direction, and said 
Russia had to act to protect its citizens and enforce peace.  

Georgia launched a massive attack Friday to regain control over South Ossetia. Russia responded 
by sending in tanks and troops and bombing Georgian territory.  

Bush has urged an immediate halt to the violence and a stand-down by all troops.  

Military forces in the unrecognized republic of Abkhazia launched air and artillery strikes 
Saturday to drive Georgian troops from their bridgehead in the region, officials said.  

Sergei Shamba, foreign minister in the government of Abkhazia, said Abkhazian forces intended 
to push Georgian forces out of the Kodori Gorge. The northern part of the gorge is the only area 
of Abkhazia that has remained under Georgian government control.  

News/PJ analysis example—cnn.com 16 June 2016 
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OVERALL ANALYSIS: 
The story is built on a house of cards—on the flimsiest of unnamed sources, and on speculation. 
It paints (smears?) Trump as angry, emotional, increasingly withdrawn, and out of control, but 
offers little in the way of proof other than Trump’s use of the term “witch hunt.”  
 

RECONCILIATION 

What is reconciliation? 
A very general definition would suggest that reconciliation is about building or rebuilding 
relationships damaged by violence and coercion, not only among people and groups in society, 
but also between people/citizens and the state. It is also important to give specific consideration 
to societal stakeholders that have a great interest in reconciliation and peacebuilding, without 
having a strong or organized voice, e.g., victims, youth, ex-combatants, displaced people, 
diasporas, women, etc. An open brainstorming session at the beginning of the workshop revealed 
a large number of interpretations of and elements in the term “reconciliation”, including: 

• trauma healing at all levels of society (personal, community-based and national); 
• truth-telling and thus assuming responsibility for crimes; 
• providing reparations to victims; 
• forgiveness; 
• transitional justice (restorative, retributive, distributive, economic and/or social); 
• trust building and dialogue generation; 
• eliminating the use of violence as a political tool by the country’s elite; 
• addressing ethnic, social, and identity-based cleavages and polarisation; 
• defining a shared vision for the country (nation building); 
• addressing imbalances such as political exclusion; and 
• power-sharing as a way to start building trust at the highest levels. 
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Thematic areas of reconciliation: 
 
Healing 
Trauma and healing should be approached holistically. Trauma should not merely be understood 
as the psychological result of an event, but rather as a process that may change before, during 
and after the conflict. Therefore healing should be viewed as a process occurring sequentially 
within the wider social and political context of the conflict cycle. Truth, justice and reparation 
are all vital parts of the process of healing. However, reconciliation is not necessarily about 
repairing trauma, but rather about people learning to live positive lives in the context of trauma 
and sustained pain, which is as much a social and political question as a mental health issue. 
 
Truth, justice and reconciliation 
Reconciliation is both a goal and a process. There are four key elements to a successful 
reconciliation: (i) an inclusive national dialogue; (ii) political will; (iii) security and freedom to 
speak and move; and (iv) a national vision of the nation’s end state as defined by its citizens. 
Transitional justice is necessary, but not sufficient in itself to achieve reconciliation. For 
instance, truth commissions that are not based on an inclusive national dialogue rarely serve their 
purpose beyond revealing facts and providing 
some criminal accountability. What needs to be discussed and focused on is a transformative 
transitional justice agenda. However, truth is important, particularly to prevent historical facts 
from being presented one-sidedly or linked to religious or ethnic adversaries. Truth and fact-
finding are important to help people deal with mythologies of the conflict.  
 
Reparation 
Establishing the truth about previous violations and responding to the consequences of the 
violence affecting victims’ lives are both crucial for reconciliation. Reparation belongs to the 
latter and is usually either individual/judicial or massive/restorative. A key element in 
individual/judicial reparations is to restore victims to their previous situation, while for massive 
crimes there are no established standards for what is appropriate and fair. 
 
 
RECONCILIATION IN CAMEROON: ANGLOPHONE AND FRANCOPHONE 
 
Violence Hits Cameroon Over English vs. French VOA NEWS, DEC 9, 2016 
 
YAOUNDE, CAMEROON — Several people were killed and hundreds more were arrested or 
are missing Thursday in northwest Cameroon in violence that followed rallies by the country's 
English-speaking minority. They were protesting what they call the overbearing influence of 
French in the bilingual country. Some are demanding a return to federalism while others are 
asking for secession from the Republic of Cameroon. 

Protesters in Bamenda, the capital of the northwest region of Cameroon, came out to stop the 
ruling CPDM party and the prime minister of Cameroon, Philemon Yang, from organizing a so-
called "Peace rally," intended to halt Anglophone protests that started last month. 
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Yewong Petra, a resident of Bamenda, says the military shot at protesters who were hoisting blue 
and white flags that are an symbols of the English speaking regions that want to separate from 
the French speaking parts of Cameroon. 

"The people of Bamenda are hoisting a flag that is not recognized," Petra said. "You cannot, in a 
nation, hoist a flag that is not recognized by the people. If it was a white flag, I would understand 
it is for peace. Hoisting a flag that symbolizes something like a secessionist attitude is going to 
provoke the military." 

The government said two people were killed, but some residents and media outlets reported there 
were at least seven deaths. 

In 1961, a vote was held in what are today's northwest and southwest English speaking regions 
of Cameroon. The referendum was over whether to join Nigeria, which had already obtained 
independence from Britain, or the Republic of Cameroon, which had obtained independence 
from France. Voters elected to become part of French speaking Cameroon, and the country 
practiced a federal system of government. English and French became the official languages of 
Cameroon. 

Ebune Charles, historian at the University of Yaounde, says since 1972, when a new constitution 
was adopted replacing a federal state with a unitary state, French speaking Cameroonians have 
failed to respect the linguistic and cultural nature of the minority English speaking 
Cameroonians. 

"We were supposed to have predominantly English speaking administrators in the predominantly 
English speaking regions of the northwest and the southwest, and that is not the case," Ebune 
said. "We were expecting official documents signed in both languages; that is not the case. 
Presidential decrees come only in one language. If you look at the level of the military, that is 
where it is so scandalous. It is just in one language but we are in a bilingual country." 

Charles also pointed out that the country's currency is printed only in French, notice boards even 
in the English speaking regions are mostly in French, and more than 70 percent of radio and TV 
programs in the state media are in French. 

The ongoing protests started when lawyers in the English speaking regions asked for French 
speaking judges who are not of the common law system to be transferred out of courts in those 
regions. They declared that justice can't be rendered when the judge, the advocate and the 
suspect can't communicate. 

They also asked that the OHADA business law used by French African countries be translated 
into English. 



11	
	

When those requests were not granted, they refused to defend clients in court. 

Teachers also went on strike to protest what they said was an overbearing influence of French in 
schools. 

Professor George Dopgima Nyamdi, politician and former presidential aspirant, says the 
situation degenerated because the government has refused to listen to the cries of English 
speaking Cameroonians. 

"If things like this happen to a country, it means there is something fundamentally wrong that 
must be addressed," Nyamdi said. 

POST CONFLICT RECONCILIATION 
Example: Burundi 
The situation in Burundi after the war is one in which there are no winners or losers, and both 
parties are now fighting for power. There seems to be political will to advance the reconciliation 
process, but the opposition is currently in exile and some groups might even be preparing for 
violence. Currently confidence that government leaders will promote reconciliation is low, 
because they were part of the conflict. Each opposing group has its own version of the history of 
the conflict, and there is a need to establish the truth, to break the cycle of violence and to have 
the justice system working. The Arusha Peace Agreement included the establishment of a special 
tribunal and a truth and reconciliation commission. However, to date a tribunal is not intended to 
follow the establishment the commission. 

 
Example: South Sudan 
In	the	2013	-	2015	period,	the	South	Sudan	Peace	and	Reconciliation	Commission	will	focus	on	five	
primary	strategic	objectives.	These	are	formulated	in	terms	of	outcomes	and	a	number	of	operational	
objectives	that	can	be	addressed	in	a	threeyear	period	are	identified. 

 Strategic Objective 1: Enhance the coordination of conflict transformation and peace building 
actions, approaches and methodologies. The South Sudan Peace and Reconciliation Commission 
will offer platforms for operational coordination, for participatory analysis of conflict causes, 
drivers and triggers, and prospective deliberations relevant to conflict transformation and the 
building of peace.  

Strategic Objective 2: Strengthen national, state, local and grass roots level peace building 
capacities. The South Sudan Peace and Reconciliation Commission will promote training of 
peace actors and foster social interaction across communities and at local crossborder levels, 
within South Sudan and across international borders.  
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Strategic Objective 3: Contribute to the building of national unity and integration through the 
promotion of the values of peace, reconciliation, acceptance of diversity and rule of law. The 
South Sudan Peace and Reconciliation Commission will work with national and local media 
outlets and with its governmental and non-governmental partners to promote attitudes, values 
and behaviour that are conducive to the establishment of lasting peace and peaceful coexistence 
amongst citizens of South Sudan.  

Strategic objective 4: Pursue national healing and reconciliation among the communities. The 
South Sudan Peace and Reconciliation Commission will actively promote reconciliation and 
healing between all the peoples of South Sudan by fostering intercommunal dialogue, 
collaboration and respect for diversity.  

Strategic Objective 5: Improve South Sudan Peace and Reconciliation Commission’s 
institutional and technical capacities. In addition to these substantive objectives, the South Sudan 
Peace and Reconciliation Commission has also identified a number of management 
improvements internally within the South Sudan Peace and Reconciliation Commission that 
should be addressed to enhance the overall impact of their efforts. This includes conducting a 
review of its current structures and capacities and organise training and other support measures 
to improve both design and effectiveness of the Commission’s work. 

Media’s Role in Reconciliation  

Media plays a vital role in conflict and post-conflict situations. In Liberia, the media had, at 
times, acted as a propaganda tool.  At other times, the media reported objective and important 
information, and courageous individuals put their lives on the line in defense of freedom of 
expression and for the people of Liberia. Many journalists were killed, harassed or forced to flee 
their country during the civil conflict.  –UNESCO.org 

RECONCILIATION STRATEGIES… 
Promoting understanding through media 
a. Documentaries and films  promoting mutual understanding 
b. Peace radio and television 
c. Professionalization of media, both print and electronic 
d. Institutional infrastructure for independent media (OECD.org) 

Promoting Understanding Through Media 
The third strategy establishes and strengthens responsible, professional media—both print 
and electronic. The premise is that such a strategy can promote social reconciliation in several 
ways. It helps dissipate the rumors and propaganda disseminated by extremists, which feed 
social and political tensions. It also creates a space for articulating diverse viewpoints, 
approaches, and opinions. Above all, it contributes to both transparency and accountability in 
public affairs, exerting pressure on political and social leaders to behave in a responsible way. 
 
The international community has supported a wide range of media interventions during 
conflict and post conflict situations. These range from preparing documentaries for mass 
consumption, broadcasting peace education programs, establishing radio stations and newspapers 
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committed to peace and democracy, and assisting independent media. Peace radios were 
established in Burundi, Rwanda, and Somaliaduring the conflict. In Rwanda, for example, 
Swiss-supported Radio Agatashya, established in August 1994, was instrumental in correcting 
the Hutu extremists’ propaganda.  
 
In early 1994, World Vision supported a radio program produced by local church groups in 
Burundi. The program covered issues such as alternatives to 
the ongoing ethnic violence, interethnic harmony, and conflict resolution. An international 
nongovernmental organization (NGO) called Search for Common Ground has promoted a 
studio that produces radio programs to encourage reconciliation. Low cost is one attraction of 
radio in these countries. With little investment, peace messages can be disseminated to millions 
of people, even those in remote areas. 
 
As part of its activities promoting democracy, USAID has taken the lead in strengthening 
the independent media in many post conflict societies. Such programs are generally implemented 
in partnership with local broadcasters, with the funding and at the behest of NGOs and 
independent institutions. (OECD.org) 
 
JOURNALISM’S ROLE IN RECONCILIATION 
There are many ways media can help processes of reconciliation. The creation of safe spaces in 
the form of newspaper supplements, tri-lingual documentaries of community relations, web 
discussions, public forums like town hall meetings that are reported in provincial media, the 
promotion of ethnic diversity in the newsroom and in all output and programming (not just news 
media), reporting human interest stories, support reconciliation between language media by 
journalist exchanges and team reporting exercises, sharing and translating content, creating new 
content that is geared towards reconciliation (esp. programmes for children and youth), using 
new digital media to capture and strengthen voices that may have been hitherto marginalised (i.e. 
using techniques such an in-field media production) are some methods media can adopt to 
augment initiatives in support of wider debates on reconciliation. In doing so, the multiplicity of 
dialogues, it is hoped, creates public interest on reconciliation on many levels, leading to an 
interest and awareness of the issue and the ways in which such a process can be engineered to 
address communal concerns in order to move forward. 
 
Finally, media has a moral responsibility to promote reconciliation. All media has donned both 
the role of victim and aggressor over the lifetime of a prolonged conflict. If media is truly 
interested in conflict sensitive journalism and the promotion of values that underpin a new 
democratic, plural and just society, the same values that underpin media reform must be 
recognized as those which nourish reconciliation – the humility to listen, to share, to 
acknowledge and to jointly work towards a better society. This is the foundation of post-conflict 
media reform. This is the foundation of reconciliation. The two seamlessly dovetail into one 
another.—Sanjana Hattotuwa, TED fellow 
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DAY 2 

MEDIA IN CAMEROON-FREE PRESS; ANALYSIS 

From rsf… 

Constant threat to radio stations 

The print and broadcast media are flourishing in Cameroon but the government has withheld 
final legal approval from many radio stations in order to keep them under permanent threat of 
closure. Another recently seen practice is bringing defamation prosecutions against journalists 
without notifying them, resulting in exorbitant fines or prison terms without being able to defend 
themselves in court. A terrorism law that provides for trial by military court has been used to 
keep a Radio France Internationale correspondent in detention for nearly two years. Other 
journalists were arrested during the crackdown on protests in Cameroon’s English-speaking 
regions, where the Internet was disconnected for several months from January 2017 onwards. 

FREEDOM HOUSE 2017 ANALYSIS: 

Freedom of the Press Scores 
Total Score (↓1)66/10066/10066/10066/100 

(0=Most Free, 100=Least Free) 

22/3022/3022/3022/30Legal Environment 

23/4023/4023/4023/40Political Environment (↓1) 

21/3021/3021/3021/30Economic Environment 

Quick Facts 
Population:  

24,400,000 

Freedom in the World Status: 

Not Free 

Freedom House-2016 

Overview 
The media environment in Cameroon is constrained by a restrictive legal regime. Journalists 
reporting on sensitive subjects risk police questioning, lawsuits, and extrajudicial detention. As 
violence has increased in the Far North Province due to the terrorist activities of Boko Haram, 
the government has focused its scrutiny on journalists covering that region. 
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Key Developments 
• A Nigerian journalist arrested in July 2015 was held for several months without charge or 

access to a lawyer, reportedly on suspicion of having links to Boko Haram, which he had 
covered in his work. He remained in detention at year’s end. 

• In September, a newspaper publisher was arrested for photographing the police breakup of a 
workshop on democracy. His trial was postponed several times during the year. 

• No serious physical attacks on members of the press were reported in 2015. 

Legal Environment: 22 / 30 
Although the preamble to Cameroon’s 1996 constitution guarantees freedom of expression and 
freedom of the press, these rights are not uniformly respected in practice. Defamation remains 
both a civil and a criminal offense, drawing fines and up to six months in prison. The burden of 
proof is on the defendant in defamation cases, truth is not a defense, and the penal code grants 
public figures additional “special protections.” The 1990 Law on Social Communication ended 
prepublication censorship, but Article 17 of the 1996 amended law gives officials the power to 
ban newspapers that are deemed a threat to public order. 

In 2014, President Paul Biya promulgated a new antiterrorism law that could sharply limit press 
freedom. Journalists convicted of “defending terrorism,” either in print or on the air, can face up 
to 20 years in prison and a fine of 25 to 50 million CFA francs ($42,000 to $84,000). Moreover, 
defendants can be tried in military courts. 

The 2010 Cybersecurity and Cybercriminality Law and an electronic communications law 
include measures that allow the immediate identification of internet users, while failing to 
include sufficient protections against abuse of power and invasion of privacy, both of which can 
affect journalists and their sources. 

While there is no specific law on freedom of information, the 1990 Law on Social 
Communication does confirm the “right to know.” However, the government does not make 
documents or statistics freely available to the public or the media in practice. 

Several journalists were arrested or punished for their work under existing laws during 2015, 
with at least two facing allegations of collaborating with Boko Haram. Ahmed Abba, a Nigerian 
journalist for Radio France Internationale (RFI), was arrested in July in Maroua, located in the 
Far North Region. He was transferred to Yaoundé, where he was held for several months without 
charge or access to a lawyer, reportedly on suspicion of having links to Boko Haram, which he 
had covered in his work. He was granted access to his lawyer in October, and his trial opened in 
November. Freelance journalist Simon Ateba was temporarily detained in late August for 
entering the Minawao refugee camp in the Far North Province without official permission, and 
on suspicion of spying on behalf of Boko Haram. The camp houses roughly 50,000 Nigerian 
refugees who fled from Boko Haram.  

Political Environment: 22 / 40 (↑1) 
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A number of independent newspapers report critically about the government, and radio call-in 
shows and television debate programs often feature strong criticism of the administration and 
individual officials. However, media outlets operate under the constant threat of prosecution or 
regulatory sanctions, leading many journalists, particularly in the broadcast media, to self-censor. 
State-owned media outlets are frequently given privileged access to official sources. 

The presence of Boko Haram in the north has made reporting there extremely difficult. No 
serious physical attacks on members of the press were reported in 2015. In April 2014, the car of 
Denis Nkwebo, an editor at Le Jour, was destroyed in an explosion outside his home. In previous 
articles, Nkwebo had scrutinized security forces’ efforts to curb attacks by Boko Haram in the 
north. 
 
Economic Environment: 21 / 30 
Cameroon’s only national newspaper is the state-owned Cameroon Tribune, which publishes 
articles in both French and English and has a daily circulation of about 20,000. Several hundred 
other newspapers and periodicals operate throughout the country, often with regional 
concentrations; regular publication for smaller newspapers can be challenging due to cost and 
irregular enforcement of government regulations. A number of the dailies with the largest 
circulations are openly critical of the government, but they are not well distributed outside of 
urban areas. 
 
The state-owned broadcaster, Cameroon Radio and Television (CRTV), is widely viewed as 
progovernment in its news coverage. Owners of mainstream private broadcast media, including 
private television stations, are also reportedly under the government’s influence. Though radio 
remains an important medium for news broadcast in Cameroon, most of the country’s privately 
owned stations, of which there are about 200, are in large urban areas. Only major international 
broadcasters—the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), RFI, and Africa No. 1—air across 
the entire country; Cameroon’s private radio stations have local or regional reach. Radio and 
television stations must be licensed, which requires a lengthy application process and expensive 
annual fees. Rural nonprofit radio stations are exempt from licensing fees but in the past have 
been barred from discussing politics. No cases of this were reported in 2015, though 
programming at many such stations is typically apolitical. 

GOVERNMENT THREATENS FREE PRESS IN CAMEROON 

https://www.cpj.org/2016/12/press-freedom-under-attack-in-cameroon.php 

Abuja, Nigeria, December 16, 2016--The Cameroonian government and security services should 
immediately reverse a series of repressive measures that have produced a crisis of media freedom 
in the country, the Committee to Protect Journalists said today. 

In recent weeks, authorities arrested a journalist covering protests; suspended dozens of 
newspapers and broadcasters permission to operate; permanently banned three newspapers from 
publishing and their publishers from practicing journalism; and sanctioned dozens more 
journalists. The speaker of the National Assembly in November called the use of social media "a 
new form of terrorism." The Ministry of Communications, according to media reports, last 
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month asked companies to cut the internet. Sixteen months after his arrest, Radio France 
Internationale journalist Ahmed Abba remains in prison, awaiting a verdict in his military trial. 

"Each day that Cameroon's government perpetrates ever-wider attacks on the press, the more it 
appears repressive and desperate," CPJ West Africa Representative Peter Nkanga said. 
"Cameroon should immediately and unconditionally release radio journalist Ahmed Abba and 
stop trying to muzzle the media." 

Masked security officers on December 11 arrested Zigoto Tchaya, a reporter with the broadcaster 
France 24, after Tchaya interviewed barrister Harmony Bobga, who articulated demands 
of demonstrators from predominantly Anglophone regions of Cameroon who say the 
Francophone central government has marginalized English-speaking Cameroonians, according to 
media reports. Tchaya was released after a day, according to media reports. Anglophone regions 
of Cameroon have seen street protests, sit-ins, and labor strikes in recent months. Last week, at 
least four people were killed when police forcibly dispersed a protest in the city of Bamenda, 
near the Nigerian border, according to press reports and human rights groups. 

The Cameroonian government had previously attempted more sweeping measures to confound 
the protests. The government-run daily newspaper The Cameroon Tribune on November 
1 described social media as "fast becoming a threat to peace and a secret instrument of 
manipulation." Cavaye Yeguie Djibril, the speaker of Cameroon's National Assembly, in a 
November 10 speech to parliament, went further, calling the use of social media "a new form of 
terrorism...as dangerous as a missile," according to media reports. According to the pro-
opposition Cameroon Journal, Cameroonian Information Minister Issa Tchiroma on November 
17 met with leading mobile phone and internet service providers to urge them to suspend access 
to the internet in the country. The reported request was not implemented. 

Cameroonian journalists told CPJ that the Ministry of Communications on December 1 had 
written to private broadcasters instructing them to stop broadcasting political debates. "Owners 
of private radio and TV stations are called upon to stop all roundtable discussions on their 
networks concerning the current political atmosphere in the southwest region," the directive read, 
according to a photograph of the document published to Twitter by Cameroonian journalist 
Comfort Moussa. 

On December 6, the National Communication Council (NCC)--Cameroon's media regulator, 
made up of members appointed by the president--handed down 24 sanctions imposing varying 
penalties on 14 publishers and their newspapers, one radio station managing director, and 15 
journalists from 10 print and online newspapers, radio, and television stations for reports the 
council called "unfounded, offensive, and insinuating allegations" regarding government 
officials, business executives, and private individuals, according to media reports and CPJ's 
review of the 111-page document. 

Among the most stringent sanctions were the permanent banning of the weekly Aurore 
Plus and Aurore newspapers from publishing, and the imposition of a permanent ban on the 
newspapers' publisher, Michel Michaut Moussala, from practicing journalism because of the 
newspaper's repeated publication of "unfounded allegations" against the former CEO of 
Cameroon Airlines, according to media reports. The weekly Dépeche du Cameroun newspaper 
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and Gilbert Avang, the newspaper's publisher, were similarly permanently banned, the reports 
said. 

Ndi Eugene Ndi, editor of the bi-monthly NewsWatch newspaper, told CPJ that several of the 
newspapers defied the suspensions to continue publishing. Ndi said the NCC could ask courts to 
enforce the sanctions. 

The National Union of Cameroonian Journalists called the sanctions "unacceptable and 
incomprehensible," and called for press solidarity in rejecting the sanctions, according to 
media reports. 

HATE RADIO 

CAMEROON: 

7, FEBRUARY 2017 Anglophone Problem: Francophone Diaspora accused CRTV of hate 
reporting 0 
The Cameroon Radio and Television Corporation, CRTV has come under scathing verbal attacks 
from French speaking Cameroonians in the Diaspora following what they described as “hate 
reporting” through the arousing of anti-Anglophone sentiments over the network. 

Information from sources in Germany, France and Belgium said instead of advising 
Cameroonians against the dangers of war, Anglophone and Francophone broadcasters over 
CRTV are making a mockery of the leadership of the Cameroon Anglophone Civil Society 
Consortium and their majority following projecting the power of the ruling CPDM crime 
syndicate as representing the entire French speaking community in Cameroon. 
Questioned about the veracity of the accusation of French speaking Cameroonians, most of the 
diplomats serving at the Cameroon embassies in Western Europe contacted by Cameroon 
Intelligence Report said as a state radio and television and property of the Cameroon 
government, President Biya and the ruling political elites can decide what to do with it or what it 
must say. Progressive Francophone elements in Europe have wondered aloud why such anti 
Southern Cameroons broadcasts could be allowed at a time efforts were needed to seek for peace 
in the country. 
Repeated broadcast of war messages coming from senior members of the Francophone 
dominated government such as former Prime Minister Peter Mafany Musonge, Minister Atanga 
Nji, the resurrected Calvin Nnoko Mbele, Ministers Fame Ndongo and Laurent Esso according 
to the Francophone community leaders in Europe raised fears that the situation might deteriorate 
in the near future. 

http://www.cameroonconcordnews.com/anglophone-problem-francophone-diaspora-accused-
crtv-of-hate-reporting/ 
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Radio Hot Cocoa saga: Peter Essoka announced In Bamenda 
12 Jan 2017 

According to the Douala based radio, Radio Equinoxe, the visit of Mr Essoka is to meet with 
local Journalists in a meeting to discuss the stakes in the ongoing crisis rocking the two English 
Speaking regions and how they as Media men and women can cover the vents without creating 
social unrest or preach hate speech. 
 
This comes on the heels of the closure of local based radio in Bamenda, Hot Cocoa Radio FM 
94.0 for illegal exploitation and broadcasting which incites violence in their interactive program 
called the ‘Biggest Breakfast Show’. 
 
According to reports gathered from Equinoxe radio, the Regional Delegate for Communication 
NWR Dr Louis Marie Megne, only Pater Essoka can decide whether or not Hot Cocoa should 
remain closed for the time being. 
 
According to the regional order brandished on the seal letter, the interactive program has been 
helping to fuel the existing crisis in Bamenda. 
 
According to the Presenters they received several calls from anonymous callers after last Fridays 
edition threatening that the station will be closed down. The program did not go on air Monday 
and Tuesday. 

http://www.cameroonweb.com/CameroonHomePage/NewsArchive/Radio-Hot-Cocoa-saga-
Peter-Essoka-announced-In-Bamenda-400757 

FROM VOA NEWS… 

Dementi's closure follows an August crackdown on Sky One Radio for a program called "Le Tribunal" in 
which the radio presenter conducted trials and passed judgement live on air. 
 
The Biya government says that program was inciting violence. Station owner Joseph Angoula Angoula 
says he is in talks with the communications ministry to pay his broadcast license deposit in installments. 
The program "Le Tribunal" will be dropped. 

Hate Radio Elsewhere-- 
South Sudan: how hate radio was used to incite Bentiu massacres  
By Keith Somerville 
 
The spectre of ethnically-motivated killings, and the use of ethnic rivalry or hatred to mobilize 
and incite one community against another, hangs over the conflict in South Sudan. Coming just 
weeks after the 20th anniversary of the Rwandan genocide, which will forever be associated with 
the use of radio to incite hatred and help direct genocidal killings, the UNMISS report that a 
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rebel commander in Bentiu used the local FM radio station to incite hatred against Dinkas, 
Darfuris and other non-Nuer, sent a shiver down my spine. 
In a country with an estimated 80 per cent illiteracy rate, South Sudanese are particularly reliant 
on radio as a means of getting news and of communicating information.  It reaches those who 
cannot read or cannot access or afford to buy newspapers. It can be listened to throughout the 
day alone, or in groups and can have a mass effect if used to generate fear, mobilize support or, 
worst of all, incite hatred of others. 
 
The Radio Bentiu FM station is a key source of news for the population.  UNMISS said that the 
rebels had taken over the station and at times “broadcast hate messages declaring that certain 
ethnic groups should not stay in Bentiu and even calling on men from one community to commit 
vengeful sexual violence against women from another community”.   
 
The UN mission roundly condemned the use of the radio to incite hatred and encourage killings 
or rape, though it did note that some rebel SPLA commanders had broadcast messages calling for 
unity and an end to ‘tribalism’. While UN radio stations and the Netherlands-funded Radio 
Tamazuj can be heard in Unity state, the local FM station is the key local outlet and so has a 
wide listenership in Bentiu. 
 

KENYA: Spreading the word of hate 
NAIROBI, 22 January 2008 (IRIN) - Inflammatory statements and songs broadcast on 
vernacular radio stations and at party rallies, text messages, emails, posters and leaflets have all 
contributed to post-electoral violence in Kenya, according to analysts. Hundreds of homes have 
been burnt, more than 600 people killed and 250,000 displaced.  
 
While the mainstream media, both English and Swahili, have been praised for their even-
handedness, vernacular radio broadcasts have been of particular concern, given the role of 
Kigali’s Radio-Télévision Libre des Mille Collines in inciting people to slaughter their 
neighbours in the Rwandan genocide of 1994.  
   
"There's been a lot of hate speech, sometimes thinly veiled. The vernacular radio stations have 
perfected the art," Caesar Handa, chief executive of Strategic Research, told IRIN. His company 
was contracted by the UN Development Programme (UNDP) to monitor the media coverage 
given to the main political parties in Kenya in the run-up to the 27 December presidential and 
parliamentary elections.  
 
Among the FM stations that Handa singled out for criticism were the Kalenjin-language station 
Kass, the Kikuyu stations Inooro and Kameme and the Luo station, Lake Victoria.  
   
"The call-in shows are the most notorious," said Handa. "The announcers don't really have the 
ability to check what the callers are going to say."  
   
Handa heard Kalenjin callers on Kass FM making negative comments about other ethnic groups, 
who they call "settlers”, in their traditional homeland, Rift Valley Province.  
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"You hear cases of 'Let's reclaim our land. Let's reclaim our birthright'. Let's claim our land 
means you want to evict people [other ethnic communities] from the place," said Handa.  
   
One difficulty in monitoring such stations is that the language used is often quite subtle and 
obscure.  
   
On Kass FM, there were references to the need for "people of the milk" to "cut grass" and 
complaints that the mongoose has come and "stolen our chicken", according to Kamanda 
Mucheke, senior human rights officer with the state-funded Kenya National Commission on 
Human Rights (KNCHR), which monitored hate speech in the countdown to the elections.   
   
The Kalenjin call themselves people of the milk because they are pastoralists by tradition and the 
mongoose is a reference to Kikuyus who have bought land in Rift Valley, Mucheke said.  On 
another occasion, a caller emphasised the need to “get rid of weeds”, which could be interpreted 
as a reference to non-Kalenjin ethnic groups.  
 
RWANDAN GENOCIDE—THE ROLE OF RADIO 

BBC News Online, Monday 21 June 1999 

At the end of last year, a radio station calling itself Voice of the Patriot was heard broadcasting 
in the Bukavu region, in the east of the Democratic Republic of Congo, near the borders with 
Rwanda and Burundi.  

The radio, thought to be using a mobile transmitter in the mountains above Bukavu town, issued 
warnings that Tutsi soldiers from Rwanda and Burundi were coming to massacre local residents.  

Though it called itself a "political radio", Voice of the Patriot was a new manifestation of a 
phenomenon which has accompanied, some say fuelled, the region's violence in recent years: 
Hate Radio.  

The message it broadcast was simple, and insistent: "These Tutsi killers who invaded our country 
continue to prepare themselves to plant their flags on both sides of the border ... you know the 
cunning of those people ... They come with guns, they come to kill us."  

The Tutsi-dominated armies in Rwanda and Burundi blame continuing clashes and deaths on 
extremists among the Hutu population, which in both countries makes up about 80 per cent of 
the population as a whole.  

Relations between the Hutu majority and the Tutsi-led governments in each country are 
increasingly polarised, and the resulting instability threatens to spill over to the rest of the region.  

Militant Hutu groups have organised themselves across the borders in Tanzania and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, formerly Zaire.  
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Broadcasting in local languages, French and the local version of Swahili, Voice of the Patriot 
was reportedly run by an opposition group in eastern Congo's South Kivu region comprising 
Hutu rebels from Rwanda and Burundi, and Congolese opposition factions.  

Rwanda's "final war"  

At the time of the Rwandan genocide, a radio calling itself Radio Television Libre des Mille 
Collines became infamous as a result of its broadcasts inciting Hutus to kill Tutsis.  

Established in 1993, the privately-owned radio initially criticised peace talks between the 
government of President Juvenal Habyarimana and the Tutsi-led rebels of the Rwandan Patriotic 
Army. Hardline Hutus saw the peace process as a threat to their power base.  

After Habyarimana was killed when his plane was shot down in April 1994, the radio called for a 
"final war" to "exterminate the cockroaches." It played a role in organising militias, broadcast 
lists of people to be killed and, above all, incited hatred:  

"In truth, all Tutsis will perish. They will vanish from this country ... They are disappearing little 
by little thanks to the weapons hitting them, but also because they are being killed like rats."  

As the forces of the Rwandan Patriotic Front moved down through the country during 1994, the 
broadcasters of Radio Mille Collines fled across the border into what was then Zaire.  

"The radio that tells the truth"  

Around the same time, Burundi too got its own hate radio. Using the same formula as Radio 
Mille Collines, a station calling itself Radio Rutomorangingo ("The radio that tells the truth") 
began broadcasting catchy music interspersed with messages to rise up against "the Tutsi 
oppressor".  

Initially based in the forests of southwestern Rwanda and northwestern Burundi, the radio was 
run by the National Council for the Defence of Democracy, or CNDD, a Hutu rebel group.  

After some months, the radio changed its name to Radio Democracy and toned down its 
broadcasts. Article 19, the anti-censorship human rights organization, argues that the radio did 
not directly incite genocide.  

PEACE AND ELECTORAL JOURNALISM 

POTENTIAL FOR POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN CAMEROON 

The question of who will succeed Biya looms. 
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After almost 35 years in power, Paul Biya is one of Africa’s last “dinosaur 
presidents,” along with Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe and Angolan President 
José Eduardo dos Santos. But many also see Biya as crucial in holding together the 
coalitional nature of Cameroonian politics. A new president could challenge the 
position of several elites who maintain corrupt fiefdoms that span a bloated public 
sector and military. 
 
Insider challenges to Biya’s dominant position have frequently been silenced. In 2008, 
Biya controversially abolished term limits so he could continue to run for 
reelection. Many saw this as a stopgap measure to prevent a succession crisis. There is 
still no obvious successor expected to run in next year’s presidential election, 
and some have called for Biya to run again. Some of the current protesters, however, 
have made it clear that they strongly oppose another Biya term. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2017/06/02/cameroon-has-been-in-
crisis-for-six-months-heres-what-you-need-to-know/?utm_term=.f95b633a9eb5 

CONDITIONS NECESSARY TO CREATE ELECTION RELATED VIOLENCE 

1. Persistent and sustained sense of election fraud. 

2. The outcome is not so contested, but there is a bitter and non-accepting loser. A subset of this 
is when the government loses (and is surprised and shocked by the result). 

3. The cause of violence is an external or domestic source not immediately participating in the 
election process (another state, “terrorists,” economic “profiteers” of violence). 

4. The violence is connected to contested legitimacy of the state itself or the failure/weakness of 
the nation-building process 

5. Violence that is supported or provoked by the government to implement 

controversial restrictions, consolidate political power or weaken certain communities. 

6. Violence that is pursued by non-state actors (including opposition 

parties) to economically profit from conflict, consolidate political power or weaken 

certain communities. 

http://www.somalilandtimes.net/sl/2009/398/Role_of_the_Media_in_Somaliland_Elections.pdf 
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GUIDELINES FOR ELECTORAL REPORTING--UGANDA RADIO NETWORK AND 
IWPR: 

The media in a democracy should … 

Report politics day-to-day and during election campaigns. 

Inform the public about the electoral process 

Seek to act as check on government and inhibitor of the abuse of political power. 

Provide space for politicians to communicate with the public 

Keep politicians informed as to the views of the public 

Crystallise the main strands of public opinion 

Give a voice to as wide a range of interest groups as possible. 

Provide the essential forum within which the public debate is held. 

CONNECTING PEACE AND ELECTORAL JOURNALISM 
What a peace journalist would try to do in an electoral situation, using the 17 PJ tips 
(McGoldrick-Lynch) as a foundation. 
1. AVOID portraying races as only between two candidates with two ideologies.  
INSTEAD, give voices to multiple candidates (when those candidates are viable), to multiple 
ideologies (not just the extremes), and to multiple players involved in the process, especially the 
public. 
2. AVOID treating the election like a horse race. Polls and surveys are fine, but they are 
only a part of the story. INSTEAD, concentrate on issues of importance as identified by the 
public and articulated by candidates and parties, including platforms/manifestos. 
3. AVOID letting the candidates define themselves through what they say. INSTEAD, seek 
expert analysis of the candidate’s background as well as the veracity and logic of the candidates’ 
comments. 
4. AVOID airing inflammatory, divisive, or violent statements by candidates. INSTEAD, 
there are two options: A. Edit these comments to eliminate these inflammatory statements; B. 
Publish or broadcast these comments, and then offer pointed analysis and criticism of what is 
being said. 
5. AVOID airing comments and reports that encourage sectarianism and divisions within 
society—race-baiting, for example. If these comments must be aired, then follow up with 
commentary pointing out the candidate’s attempt to divide and distract voters. INSTEAD, insist 
on the candidates addressing issues that highlight common values and bring communities 
together. 
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6. AVOID letting candidates “get away” with using imprecise, emotive language. This 
includes name calling.  INSTEAD, hold candidates accountable for what they say, and use 
precise language as you discuss issues. 
7. AVOID framing the election as a personality conflict between candidates. INSTEAD, 
focus on the candidates’ positions on issues of importance—schools, health care, roads. 
8. AVOID unbalanced stories. INSTEAD, seek to balance each story with comments from 
the major parties or their supporters. Balance includes getting input from informed citizens. 
9. AVOID letting candidates use you to spread their propaganda. Identify and expose 
talking points. INSTEAD, as you broadcast their statements, include a critical analysis of what is 
being said. 
10. AVOID reporting that gives opinions/sound bites only from political leaders and/or 
pundits. INSTEAD, center stories around everyday people, their concerns and perceptions about 
the candidates and process. 
 
DAY 3 

OTHER PEACE JOURNALISM APPLICATIONS 

Guidelines for Covering Migrants 
1. Consider the consequences. Ask—what impact could the interview/story have on A. The 
refugee/migrant’s well-being; B. The well-being of the migrant’s family/associates back home; 
C. The well-being of other migrants; D. The ability of NGO’s/aid agencies to meet migrants 
basic needs. 

2. Give more leeway in granting anonymous or first name only interviews, since 
displaced persons and their families may face persecution or even violence if their 
identities are revealed.  

3. Be sympathetic, and ease into discussions about traumatic or sensitive events.  

4. Avoid spreading propaganda, regardless of the source. Even refugees and those who 
serve them have an agenda.  

5. In refugee camps, be especially careful to avoid spreading rumors, and be vigilant 
about squashing false rumors. (Imagine, for example, a rumor that food deliveries are 
being cut off, or that Ebola is present in the camp). This is especially true for social 
media. Remember, verify. 

6. Don’t use language or images that rely on or reinforce stereotypes, racism, sexism, or 
xenophobia.  

7. Always ask permission before taking and using any photograph. (See #2) 
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8. Proactively investigate and report refugee stories that offer counter-narratives that 
debunk stereotypes and challenge exclusively negative narratives.  

9. Partner with and employ reporting partners who are themselves displaced or migrants.  

10. Humanize individuals and their stories. Look for examples that illustrate larger 
statistics or trends.  

--Source: PEACE JOURNALISM PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES-YOUNGB LOOD 

Guest commentary: Terrorism coverage in media reflects bias, distorts reality 
BY STEVEN YOUNGBLOOD 

Special to The Star 
When it comes to biased media, one automatically thinks of left-right political bias, of Sean 
Hannity versus Media Matters, for example. But there’s another kind of bias that infects our 
news media — the bias that minimizes victims of terrorism who don’t live in North America or 
Europe. 

By watching the news, one might think that most terror victims were Christians living in the U.S. 
or Europe. However, Muslim terrorists have claimed many more Muslim victims than any other 
group over the past 15 years. “I understand why the media cover terrorism in the West so 
closely, and I understand why people who follow these events become so frightened, but 
objectively speaking the threat of terrorism is not very great,” Richard Bulliet, a professor 
emeritus of history at Columbia University told broadcaster Voice of America. 

In my book “Peace Journalism Principles and Practices,” I cite a 2011 report by the U.S. 
government’s National Counterterrorism Center that said, “In cases where the religious 
affiliation of terrorism casualties could be determined, Muslims suffered between 82 and 97 
percent of terrorism-related fatalities over the past five years.” 

Also, a Washington Post analysis of all terrorist attacks from the beginning of 2015 through the 
summer of 2016 shows that the Middle East, Africa and Asia have seen “nearly 50 times more 
deaths from terrorism than Europe and the Americas.” 

Two recent examples demonstrate how the volume and tone of terrorism coverage highlight 
suffering in the West and marginalize victims from elsewhere. The May 22 attack in Manchester, 
England, killed 23 and injured 116. In the two days following the attack, a LexisNexis search of 
newspaper articles with the keyword “Manchester” maxed out at 1,000 hits per day, meaning that 
there were at least 2,000 newspaper stories about Manchester on May 23-24. 

By contrast, on May 31 a bomb in Kabul, Afghanistan, killed 90 and wounded 400. A 
LexisNexis search of newspaper articles with the keyword “Kabul” got 333 hits on June 1, and 
212 hits on June 2, only a fraction of the coverage about the Manchester attack. 
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The tone of coverage between the attacks was also different. For Manchester, there were 
numerous accounts giving details about the victims and their families and about those searching 
for loved ones. Kabul coverage was almost antiseptic in many respects. A cursory glance of the 
first 20 LexisNexis search hits revealed only one story — “Afghans Mourn” by the Associated 
Press — with a strong human interest angle. Other observers detected the same pattern. 

This distorted coverage leads to undue fear in the West about becoming a terrorist victim, the 
risk of which is actually about 0.000003 percent, according to “Peace Journalism Principles and 
Practices.” This exaggeration empowers those who seek to capitalize on the war on terror for 
their own gain. 

This distorted coverage also dehumanizes those outside the West who are most often victimized 
by terrorists, leading to indifference about these victims’ plight and fueling anti-terrorism 
policies that often don’t reflect reality. 

Until media coverage of terrorism becomes less hysterical and more proportional, there’s little 
hope that our society’s discourse about terrorism can become more nuanced and sophisticated. 

KANSAS CITY STAR JUNE 15 2017 STEVEN YOUNGBLOOD 

A Manifesto: On Muslims and Terrorism 

As media, we have a responsibility to accurately inform our audiences. When we don’t, the 
audience forms misperceptions and prejudices. Nowhere is the need for accuracy and context 
more acute than when we are reporting about our Muslim neighbors. Did you know that most 
terrorist acts in the U.S. and Europe aren’t committed by Muslims? Or that most Muslims reject 
radicalism, and that dozens of Muslim leaders have spoken out strongly against terrorism? Or 
that that vast majority of terrorism victims are Muslims? 
 
To improve our reporting about terrorism, we pledge the following: 
1. To avoid the terms “Islamic terrorist” and “Muslim terrorist” 
2. To treat the perpetrators of terrorism equally—not all Muslim attackers are members of a cell, 
and not all non-Muslim attackers are a “lone wolf”; not all Muslim attackers are driven by 
extreme religion; and not all non-Muslims are just mentally ill 
3. To report about the victimization of Muslims by terrorism 
4. To report counter-narrative stories that offer context (like the facts above) and debunk myths 
and misperceptions about the link between terrorism and Islam.--PEACE JOURNALISM 
PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES—YOUNGBLOOD 
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SOCIAL MEDIA AND PJ IN CAMEROON 

These members of the Presbyterian church Bota in Limbe, southwestern Cameroon are praying 
for three local men: Fomusoh Ivo Feh, Afuh Nivelle Nfor and Azah Levis Gob.They were 
convicted by a military court this month after allegedly sharing an SMS joke about recruitment 
for the Boko Haram terrorist group. The proceedings were closed to the public and Amnesty 
International and local rights groups condemned the conviction. 
 
Among those gathered at the church is Tabot Timothy, a 22-year-old law student at the 
University of Douala-Cameroon. 
 
“It was normal for a thorough investigation to be carried out to ascertain that these guys were 
joking. It is unjust," Timothy said. "Thorough investigations were not carried out." 

Cameroon's government has used several laws to crack down on mobile and online 
communications, including a 2014 anti-terrorism law and the newly revised penal code. 

Barrister George Marcellin Tsoungui, a member of the Cameroon Bar Council says prison time 
of six months to two years and fines of $10,000 to $20,000 await those who use electronic media 
to propagate information without proof. He says the sanctions can be doubled if it is found that 
the communications were intended to destabilize social peace. 
 
Police detained a journalist in January after he erroneously reported on social media that 
President Paul Biya had visited soldiers in the north.In March, police arrested people accused of 
sharing a leaked confidential letter on social media. The letter was from the country's minister of 
defense and said that Boko Haram terrorists had arrived in Yaounde. 
 
The country's National Communications Council has the power to suspend journalists and seal 
media houses.The council is investigating 20 complaints of what it calls “social media 
blackmail” submitted by senior state officials. One of the complaints concerns a minister who 
was seen on Facebook dancing to the music of Franko, an artist whose songs were banned by the 
government.  https://www.voanews.com/a/cameroon-is-cracking-down-on-social-
media/3601301.html 
 
Why has Cameroon blocked the internet? From BBC  8 FEB 2017 

Three weeks after reports that Cameroon had blocked the internet in English-speaking parts of 
the country, residents say services have yet to be restored. So what is going on? 
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Cameroonians have little doubt that pulling the plug on internet services for about 20% of the 
population is an intentional act by the government. 

The two regions affected, South-West and North-West, have seen anti-government protests in 
recent months. 
 
Just a day before services disappeared, the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications issued a 
statement in which it warned social media users of criminal penalties if they were to "issue or 
spread information, including by way of electronic communications or information technology 
systems, without any evidence". 

The statement also confirmed that the authorities had sent text messages direct to mobile phone 
subscribers, notifying them of penalties, including long jail terms, for "spreading false news" via 
social media. 

There has been no official comment about the internet since then (or any credible reports of 
technical faults) leading many Cameroonians to conclude that the severing of services is part of 
government attempts to stifle dissent. 

How widespread are internet shutdowns in Africa? 
There have been many other partial or full internet shutdowns by African governments in the 
past 12 months, including in Ethiopia, Gabon, The Gambia, Morocco and Uganda. 

This is generally seen as an attempt to stop opposition activists from using social media to 
mobilise protests, although governments say it is to prevent violence, or to stop people 
circulating false election results. Human rights groups have said such action probably violates 
international law and should "never be allowed to become the new normal". 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38895541 

Public Service Announcements (PSAs) are short, "non-commercial" announcements prepared 
to provide information to the public. A non-commercial announcement contains information that 
benefits its intended audience, rather than the company that created it. For example, a PSA that 
provides health information differs from an ad that promotes the sale of a health product. 
Consequently, most PSAs are produced by nonprofit associations, but commercial, for-profit 
organizations may also use them to promote their nonprofit activities and events.  

Creating the Message  

• Use the active voice.  
o Active voice: The company offers several products.  
o Passive voice: Several products are offered by the company.  

• Use short, upbeat sentences written in everyday language.  
• Tell how this information can help the viewer/listener.  
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• Ask for action.  
• Tell viewers/listeners where they can go, what they can do or who they can call.  

SAMPLE PSA SCRIPTS 
It’s right in your own backyard. While it may be hard to believe, roughly five million Americans 
don’t even know where their next meal will come from. In communities just like yours, there are 
many who need help. 

Join people across the country who are coming together with AARP Create the Good, to end 
hunger. 

Start today. It can be as easy as giving food or money to your local area food bank, or getting tips 
to start your own food drive. Whatever level of involvement is right for you, we’ve made it 
simple to find and help people in your area. 

So get involved. Go to www.createthegood.org/hunger. 

Anti drunk driving 
 Drinking is a funny thing. It can make you feel strong. It can make you feel you're really sharp, 
really in control. But you're not. When you've been drinking, your reactions are slower and your 
vision is poor. That's why it's so dangerous to drink and drive. That's why traffic crashes are the 
number one killer of teens. That's not so funny. Play it smart. Don't drink and drive. This 
message is presented by SADD, Students Against Destructive Decisions at (name of school.) 

Steps for Transitioning to Peace Journalism 
1. Ensure free press, in all its manifestations 
2. Ensure the safety of journalists 
3. Provide ongoing trainings for professional journalists (including editors, managers, and media 
owners) in peace journalism, including field reporting experiences 
4. Provide peace media and peacebuilding instruction for primary and secondary students 
5. Integrate peace journalism into every university journalism/media studies curriculum, 
including both peace journalism classes and inserting a peace journalism unit into reporting and 
general media courses 
6. Create an international organization to develop academic standards and accreditations for 
academic peace journalism and standards for those conducting PJ trainings for professional 
journalists, and to act as a clearinghouse for peace journalism resources. 

--From Peace Journalism Principles and Practices,  

Steven L. Youngblood, Director, Center for Global Peace Journalism 
Editor, The Peace Journalist magazine 
steve.youngblood@park.edu  @PeaceJourn 
www.park.edu/peacecenter 


