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Group photograph at the workshop

Journalists have been called upon to uplift peace journalism practices in their various media organs.

The call was made by Prof Steven Youngblood during a three days workshop on Peace journalism
and Election reporting that held in Bafoussam on July 25 to 27. The workshop brought together some
48 journalists from the North West and west, under the Cameroon Community Media Network,
CCMN.

According to the professor, peace journalism doesn’t mean you are advocating for peace but it simply
means you are being objective in your reporting. Professor  Youngblood added that journalists should
report crisis situation to open dialogue and not escalate tension.

Some journalist shared the impacts of the workshop with The Insight News Africa. 
“I think it has been a very enriching workshop. It has our perspective about peace journalism.
Beyond this is the fact that we have learnt about journalism as a means to reconciliation. I think that if
all the media men are equipped with the principles of peace journalism, we will certainly have a
better society.” Abongwa Fodzo, Bamenda Online

“I really wish to thank the professor for this initiative because it is really timely considering the fact
that Cameroon plans on organizing presidential election this year. Considering the current situation
in Cameroon, I know it’s not going to be easy to practice peace journalism but it’s often said nothing
good comes easy. However I’ll try to put peace journalism in practice.” Fon Quinta, The Median
Newspaper

“For the three days we have been here in Bafoussam, I have learnt alot…I think that there is need for
me to go back and inspire my collaborators and try to see how I can work with the population as far
as promoting peace is concerned. I know it’s going to be difficult practicing peace journalism in my
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community but like Prof Youngblood said sometimes as a media personality, you have to take a
middle position and avoid emotional reporting” Ndeng Eric, station manager Boyo Community
Radio.

To most of the participants at the workshop, practicing peace journalism in Cameroon is going to be
challenging but not impossible. Drawing inspiration from Professor Youngblood’s teachings, many
left the serminar with the need to uphold peace journalism practices and maintain credibility. As Prof
Youngblood puts it “…Credibility as a journalist is like virginity. You have it once and you loose it
once”

The workshop was organised by the Cameroon Broadcasting Service (CBS) headed by Mme Rose
Obah Akah, president of the CCMN, NW and West chapter in collaboration with the Centre for
Global Peace Journalism (led by Prof Steven Youngblood) and the Civil Peace Service Cameroon (led
by Alexander Vojvoda).
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